
[image: image1.png]



ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

33RD AIPA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

16 – 22 SEPTEMBER 2012, LOMBOK, INDONESIA 
 
STATEMENTS BY HON. CHOUNG BYOUNG-GUG
HEAD OF DELEGATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA
Honorable Chair,

Distinguished delegates,

May I first begin with a note of sincere appreciation for the devoted efforts of H.E. Dr. Marzuki Alie, Speaker of the Indonesian House of Representatives, the Indonesian Parliament and related staff for putting together such a successful meeting. Amidst such meaningful efforts to build the ASEAN community, I find it a great pleasure to be able to address you today on behalf of the National Assembly of the Republic of Korea.

As you well know, Korea and ASEAN are close neighbors that engage in lively exchange in all sectors ranging from politics and economy to society and culture. 

ASEAN covers a region home to 600 million people with a huge market reaching two trillion dollars GDP and blessed with rich resources. It has grown to be one of the most dynamic economic regions in the world. As its partner moving towards prosperity, Korea has continuously deepened its economic cooperation with ASEAN.

Since official dialogue between the two partners was initiated in 1989, bilateral trade has multiplied by 12 times over the past 22 years. In particular, for four years after the signing of the FTA in 2007, it has continued to expand at an annual average growth rate of 13% in spite of the global economic crisis.
Korea’s investment to ASEAN has multiplied by 35 times over the past two decades, cumulating to an investment of 42.5billion dollars. Through this, we have contributed to the creation of many jobs, which is one of the most pending issues facing countries today. At present, there are more than 2,800 Korean businesses operating in ten ASEAN countries, offering employment to about one million people.

More recently, we engaged in a variety of cultural exchanges, thereby strengthening our understanding of each other. Today, you can easily find restaurants offering ASEAN cuisine across Seoul, and many people in ASEAN enjoy Korean music and films.
When I previously served as Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism, I was deeply impressed by the cultural exchange between Korea and ASEAN. We have since worked hard to form a cultural community with ASEAN as we grow further as true partners.

Culture is a diplomatic value which enhances the character of a country, acts as an economic power for future growth, and enhances welfare by achieving happiness in various income groups. It is an educational value that nurtures creativity and imagination, and can lead to social integration. Thus, culture is no longer an option, but an essential factor in the achievement of national development and advancement.
Honorable delegates,

The 21st century is the age of East Asia. If we exert our unlimited potential for development, both ASEAN and Korea will be able to stand strong as the pivot of global politics and economy. With advanced economies mired in difficulties, ASEAN has emerged as the new growth engine of the global economy. Its role has never been more important, and I believe that the potential for the cultural industry which incorporates East Asian values and history knows no boundaries.
In preparing for this emerging era, it is important that we build the institutional framework for sustainable development in every country in the region.

Korea has proclaimed low carbon, green growth as its new vision, and it is committed to the development of clean technologies to address climate change and the creation of new growth drivers. Through the Four Rivers Project, one of Korea’s major green growth policy initiatives, we have managed to improve our ecosystem. We have also built 1137km of bicycle paths, 65 football fields, 45 baseball fields, and an ecological park the size of 159km2, thereby creating an environment for culture, sports, tourism and leisure. What is more, these efforts helped us minimize the impact of floods and droughts this year. Our projects to improve the quality of our waters and environment technology are being highly commended by the international community, and countries in ASEAN, primarily Thailand and Vietnam, are benchmarking these projects.
Furthermore, we are currently working to host the Secretariat of the Green Climate Fund (GCF) in Korea. The GCF was born to assist the green growth development of and provide financial assistance to developing countries. With this, we are devoting many efforts to support their reduction of green house gasses and enhance climate change adaptability.
Honorable delegates!

In the goal of achieving sustainable economic growth for not only Korea and ASEAN, but the East Asian region as a whole, stronger cooperation among countries and the role of Parliaments in supporting such cooperation are highly critical and essential.
To this end, the Korean National Assembly has composed parliamentary friendship groups with ASEAN parliaments, and engaged in lively exchange to build upon the already existing mutual friendship and cooperation. Additionally, we are participating in this General Assembly as an observer, contributing our efforts to the advancement of ASEAN and AIPA.
In a bid to further our cooperation with ASEAN, we are planning to open a Korea-ASEAN Representative Office (tentative) in Jakarta, Indonesia. We have also recently signed a forestry agreement with ASEAN members, which occupy 20% of the world’s forest area, and established the Asian Forest Cooperation Organization (AFoCo) as a means to contribute to the green growth and sustainable development of the region.
The Korean National Assembly, including myself, fully supports these efforts to realize the unlimited potential of Korea, ASEAN and the entire region, and strengthen multilateral cooperation. You may rest assured that we will reinforce diplomatic efforts on a parliamentary level to bolster cooperation between governments of each country and our private sector.

I look to you, dear colleagues, and hope that we can gather strength and wisdom to overcome the pending regional issues and achieve sustainable development. Furthermore, I also seek your great interest and support so that Korea’s efforts to enhance its good relations and cooperation with ASEAN can bear fruitful results at an early date. In this regard, I sincerely ask for your support and cooperation for Korea which has applied to host the Green Climate Fund on behalf of Asia.
The Korean parliament hopes that the friendship and trust between the two long standing partners will remain strong for many days to come. It is my sincere hope that the various discussions we will hold today will contribute to the development of the region and resolution of pending issues.

Thank you.
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